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ULI Washington Honors the Late Albert “Sonny” Abramson with  
Lifetime Achievement Award  

 
Award Presented to Abramson Family November 1  

 
Bethesda, MD – November 5, 2012— Just under 600 people gathered on November 1 at 
the National Building Museum as ULI Washington, one of the largest District Councils 
of the Urban Land Institute, presented its Lifetime Achievement Award to the family of 
the late Albert “Sonny” Abramson.  
 
ULI Washington established the Lifetime Achievement Award in 2001 to recognize a 
leader from the Washington real estate community whose life exemplifies the mission of 
ULI and who, in addition to a lifetime of commitment to real estate, has given back to the 
community through demonstrated civic, charitable and philanthropic endeavors. 
 
Throughout his life and career, Abramson demonstrated a commitment to the highest 
standards of responsible development. His leadership and vision is evident across the 
Washington D.C. region in his acclaimed environmentally conscious buildings and his 
many philanthropic contributions. 
 
Abramson founded The Tower Companies, a Rockville, MD-based leader in the 
development of eco-progressive real estate and sustainable building projects in the 
region. Under his leadership, The Tower Companies developed thousands of apartment 
units in Maryland and Washington, DC, as well as shopping centers including signature 
projects, Landover Mall and White Flint Mall, and the iconic DC commercial office 
building, Washington Square. 
 
In addition to his success in real estate development and sustainability initiatives, 
Abramson was a prolific philanthropist. He was critical to bringing The United States 
Holocaust Museum from blueprint to reality, first serving as chairman of the Building 
Committee before spending eight years as chairman of the Museum Development 
Committee, and charged with building the Museum and coordinating the display of all 
the exhibits.  
 
“Mr. Abramson exemplified ULI’s mission through his real estate development, 
sustainability and philanthropic work, which helped create thriving communities 
throughout the Washington, DC corridor. We are honored to present his family with the 



Lifetime Achievement Award, and are proud of the legacy he created - and that his 
family continues - at The Tower Companies,” said Lisa Rother, Executive Director, ULI 
Washington. 

About ULI Washington 
The Urban Land Institute is a global nonprofit education and research institute supported 
by its members. Its mission is to provide leadership in the responsible use of land and in 
sustaining and creating thriving communities worldwide. Established in 1936, the 
Institute has nearly 30,000 members representing all aspects of land use and development 
disciplines. ULI Washington is one of the largest District Councils of the Urban Land 
Institute with more than 1,800 members. For more information, visit 
www.washington.uli.org  
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