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Mary Beth Avedesian 

Vice President 

B. F. Saul Company 
7501 Wisconsin Avenue 

1500E 

Bethesda, MD 20814 

301-986-6052 (o) 

703-405-7328 (c) 

marybeth.avedesian@bfsaulco.com 

 
 Founded in 1892, B. F. Saul Company has been one of the most successful privately-owned real estate 

companies in the U.S. Along with its affiliated public company, Saul Centers, Inc., the company owns, 

manages and leases 48 retail centers, 19 hotels and 4M SF of office primarily in the mid-Atlantic region.  

 

Ms. Avedesian’s career in commercial real estate spans 24 years. She has been the Vice President of 

Acquisitions and Development for the Saul organization since 2003. In addition to evaluating new 

development opportunities, she is currently managing the entitlement process for a proposed hotel in 

Rosslyn, VA. Earlier this year, Ms. Avedesian completed the development management of Clarendon 

Center and Lyon Place Apartments – a $200M mixed-use project adjacent to the Clarendon Metro 

station in Arlington, VA. In addition, to date, she has spearheaded the underwriting and closing on 

approximately 16 new acquisitions by Saul Centers and the B. F. Saul Company, including raw land, office 

and retail operating properties.  

 

Ms. Avedesian’s diverse expertise spans many disciplines – from creating complex financial analyses to 

formulating and implementing marketing strategies to negotiating with both public and private 

stakeholders. Throughout her career in commercial real estate, she has utilized these skills in various 

acquisitions and development management positions at Clark Construction, Washington Real Estate 

Investment Trust, and Himmel/MKDG (the developer of Phase I of Reston Town Center in Reston, VA).  

 

Ms. Avedesian has a BS degree from Michigan State University and an MBA from Harvard Business 

School. In her spare time, Ms. Avedesian enjoys Pilates fitness training, dressage riding on her 

Hanoverian mare, and obedience training with her two German Shepherd dogs. She and her husband, 

David Avedesian, live in Silver Spring, MD. 

 

Gregory Baker 

Community Planning Manager 

Montgomery Housing Partnership, Inc. 
12200 Tech Rd. 

250 

Silver Spring, MD 20910 

240-839-7936 (o) 

210-386-0575 (c) 

gbaker@mhpartners.org 

 

Greg is currently the Community Planning Manager for Montgomery Housing Partnership, Inc. (MHP).  

He is responsible for managing staff and projects in the Neighborhoods Division of MHP’s Real Estate 



 

 

and Neighborhood Development Department.  MHP is Montgomery County’s largest affordable housing 

non-profit and includes in its mission: producing affordable housing, enhancing the vitality of 

neighborhoods where affordable housing is located, and providing community life programs to children 

and adults living in MHP properties.   

 

From 2009 – 2011, Greg served as Chair of the Wheaton Redevelopment Advisory Committee, an 

advisory committee to the Montgomery County Executive on issues related to redevelopment of 

Wheaton’s downtown. 

 

Prior to his Montgomery County experiences, Greg worked as a Planner Coordinator for the Maryland-

National Capital Park & Planning Commission in Prince George’s County, and as a Senior Planner for the 

City of San Antonio Planning Department.  He is a 2005 graduate of City of San Antonio’s Leadership 

Development Program.   

 

Greg speaks Spanish and also spent a year living and working in Mexico on internationally funded 

natural resource conservation and watershed management efforts. 

 

He holds a Master of Science in Urban & Regional Planning from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, 

and a Bachelor’s degree from the University of Texas at San Antonio.   

 

Diane Caslow 

Vice President of Planning 

MedStar Health 
5565 Sterrett Place 

Columbia, MD 20144 

410-772-6618 (o) 

443-421-1802 (c) 

diane.l.caslow@medstar.net 

 

Diane L. Caslow is currently the Vice President of Strategic and Business Planning for MedStar Health, 

overseeing the planning, business development, market research and community health functions.  

MedStar Health is a $4 billion health care system serving over 1 million patients through physician, 

ambulatory, acute and post acute services in the Baltimore-Washington market.   Previously, she was 

the Vice President of Planning for Helix Health and held positions in planning and marketing at Good 

Samaritan Hospital and St. Joseph Hospital in Baltimore. She started her career in healthcare as an 

occupational therapist at the Kennedy Institute, an affiliate of Johns Hopkins Health System.  She has a 

bachelor’s degree in Occupational Therapy and a master’s degree in Public Administration. 

Diane is the past president of the American Hospital Association (AHA) Society for Health Care Strategy 

and Market Development and has served on the AHA Long Range Policy Committee.   She has chaired 

the SHSMD annual conference, been a faculty member for the Essentials of Strategic Planning seminars 

and served on numerous committees and task forces.  She has served on a number of non-profit boards 

in Maryland, including GBC Leadership, Maryland Society for Health Care Planning and Marketing, 

Children’s Guild, March of Dimes, Baltimore Pediatric Aids, and Baltimore Clayworks.  She was named 

one of the Top 100 Women in Maryland by the Daily Record in 2003 and 2008. 

 



 

 

Peter Clark 

Real Estate Specialist 

Montgomery County Department of Transportation, DTE 
100 Edison Park Drive 

4th Floor 

Gaithersburg, MD 20850 

240-777-7253 (o) 

404-259-4809 (c) 

peter.clark@montgomerycountymd.gov 

 

Peter Clark has been a Real Estate Specialist with the Montgomery County Department of 

Transportation since 2006. Peter manages the land acquisition component for capital improvement 

projects. He was selected to coordinate land acquisition for the White Flint Sector Plan. Peter has 

received several awards with Montgomery County including the Department of Transportation 

Outstanding Performance Award in 2007 and the Department of Transportation Employee of the Year 

Award in 2010. Prior to working for Montgomery County, Peter managed right of way projects and a 

local government right of way program for the Georgia Department of Transportation. Peter received a 

Juris Doctor degree from the University of Miami School of Law in 1999 and a B.A. degree in 

Business Administration from Morehouse College in 1990. He serves the International Right of Way 

Association as Assistant Secretary/Treasurer. Peter has also been active with the D.C. Alumni Chapters 

of the University of Miami and Morehouse College. Peter and his wife Dionne enjoy traveling to the 

beach. He also enjoys playing golf and tennis. 

 

Raymond Dubicki 

Planner Coordinator 

Prince George's County Planning Department 
14741 Governor Oden Bowie Drive 

Upper Marlboro, MD 20772 

310-952-3521 (o) 

raymond.dubicki@ppd.mncppc.org 

 

Raymond Dubicki, Jr. was born in Baltimore, but quickly whisked to the distant suburbs by parents 

following the highway out of the city.  He moved back to attend UMBC, where he developed a strong 

interest in city politics, the geography of urban places, and the systems of human development. 

 

Ray attended McGill University, School of Urban Planning in Montreal, Quebec, a lovely city and 

surprisingly nice place to live year-round.  His Master’s thesis focused on the distribution of employment 

types in the cities of the East Coast and West Coast of the United States.  He then went directly to the 

University of Baltimore, School of Law and was admitted to the Maryland Bar in 2007.  At UB, Ray was 

the President of UBSPI, the University of Baltimore Students for Public Interest Law. 

 

Opportunities have allowed Ray to work on planning and development projects for jurisdictions 

throughout the State.  He has conducted research in varied topics including university development, 

predatory lending, bio-containment facilities, and NAFTA.  Currently, Ray works as a Planner Coordinator 

for the Prince George’s County Planning Department.  His current projects focus on municipal 



 

 

governance in the Westphalia area, encroachment issues around Joint Base Andrews, and the 

development of TOD around the southern Green Line Metro stations. 

 

Ray is an active member of Pasadena United Methodist Church and several local writer’s groups.  He 

lives in Glen Burnie with his wife and two young daughters. 

 

Leila Finucane Edmonds 

Director, National Initiatives and Applied Research 

NeighborWorks America 
1325 G ST NW 

800 

Washington, DC 20005 

202-220-2475 (o) 

202-758-5447 (c) 

finucane.edmonds@gmail.com 

 

Director, National Initiatives and Applied Research of NeighborWorks America, where she heads the 

corporation’s programs and innovations on homeownership, foreclosure prevention, lending, asset and 

property management, real estate development, and community building and organizing.  Prior to 

joining NeighborWorks America, Finucane Edmonds was the director of Housing and Community 

Development for the District of Columbia,  she had lead responsibility for various programs and 

resources, including HUD entitlement grants, low-income housing tax credits, the local Housing 

Production Trust Fund and the local Housing Regulation Administration.  Earlier Finucane Edmonds was 

a vice president in the community development unit of HSBC Bank USA, with responsibilities ranging 

from loan portfolio management to low-income housing tax credit investments. Prior to HSBC, she 

worked at Seedco, a national community development intermediary. She has also practiced commercial 

real estate law. 

Finucane Edmonds holds a B.A. from the University of Pennsylvania, a J.D. from New York University’s 

School of Law and a master’s degree in urban planning from NYU’s Wagner Graduate School of Public 

Service. 

Kyrus Freeman 

Partner 

Holland & Knight LLP 
2099 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

100 

Washington, DC  

202-862-5978 (o) 

301-325-6897 (c) 

kyrus.freeman@hklaw.com 

 

Kyrus Lamont Freeman is an attorney and LEED AP in the Washington, D.C. office of Holland & Knight. 

He is involved in numerous aspects of real estate development, with a focus on land use, 

zoning and municipal law. Mr. Freeman advises property owners,tenants, and residential, commercial, 

hotel and mixed−use developers in the regulatory review and approval processes. Mr. Freeman 



 

 

routinely analyzes architectural plans for compliance with zoning requirements. In addition, he 

frequently appears and participates in public hearings before the Board of Zoning Adjustment, the 

Zoning 

 

Commission and the D.C. Council to obtain approvals for special exceptions, variances, planned unit 

developments, zoning map amendments, alley closings and street dedications. Mr. Freeman also 

has experience preparing zoning opinion letters, as well as draftingand negotiating land development 

agreements, including land disposition agreements, easements, covenants, lot consolidation, 

transferable development rights and construction management agreements. As a LEED AP, Mr. Freeman 

assists clients with legal and policy issues related to sustainable development, including advising on 

"green" building requirements and compliance methods. 

 

Ivan Gaviria 

Business Development Manager 

Keystone Plus Construction Corp. 
1600 K Street 

Suite 350 

Washington, DC 20006 

202-409-1537 (c) 

ivan@gaviriagroup.net 

 

Ivan Gaviria is a bilingual 10 year veteran of real estate operations management, redevelopment, 

finance, and construction, delivering customized and sustainable business solutions to small and 

medium sized development companies and investors groups. 

 

Ivan has amassed a client portfolio representing over $82 million in transactions whose work product is 

defined by sustainable results, precision, and customer satisfaction. He is also an effective public 

speaker harboring panache for adapting critical messages for delivery to niche target audiences. 

 

Ivan is the co founder of the Latino Community Housing Investments and Partnerships Development 

Group (or LCHIP Development), dedicated to providing affordable housing products for first time 

minority homebuyers in Washington DC. He is also a recognized activist for the Latino community in the 

District, having produced 3 major cultural festivals, and for the past four years has also co-organized the 

premier annual Latino cultural festival, Fiesta DC. 

 

In his spare time, Ivan enjoys spending time at home with his wife Kimberly, and also enjoys playing golf, 

maduro cigars, and writing about himself in the third person. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Brian Jackson 

Senior Vice President 

EYA, LLC 
4800 Hampden Lane 

Suite 300 

Bethesda, MD 20814 

301-634-8600 (o) 

202-355-8591 (c) 

aj@eya.com 

 

Brian Allan Jackson (AJ) is a partner with EYA, LLC, a Washington, DC area urban infill development 

company and Builder Magazine’s 2009 Builder of the Year. Currently, AJ serves as Senior Vice President 

of Land Acquisition and Development and is leading EYA’s participation in more than one billion dollars 

of public private development partnerships, including: Capitol Quarter, EYA’s portion of the Arthur 

Capper/Carrollsburg HOPE VI redevelopment in Washington DC, Old Town Commons – a partnership 

with the Alexandria Virginia Redevelopment and Housing Authority to create more than 500 units of 

mixed-income housing, and Shady Grove Station, a 90-acre mixed-use/mixed-income/transit-oriented 

redevelopment partnership with Montgomery County, Maryland. In addition to his acquisition and 

development responsibilities, AJ directs strategy and planning for the firm and serves on EYA’s Executive 

Committee and Investment Committee. 

 

Prior to joining EYA, AJ served as Chief of Staff at the U.S. General Services Administration, the single 

largest owner and operator of real estate assets in the United States. While at GSA, he played a key role 

in several high-profile development project as well as in GSA’s response to the 9/11 terrorist attacks and 

the anthrax attacks in Washington, DC. 

 

AJ is a member of the Executive Committee of the Maryland National Capital Building Industry 

Association, and Chairman of the group’s Washington, DC Liaison Committee. In addition, he is a full 

member of the Urban Land Institute, where he serves as Assistant Chairman of the Public Private 

Partnership Council (Gold Flight). He holds a LEED Green Associate credential from the US Green 

Building Council and is a member of the African- American Real Estate Professionals Association. AJ is 

frequently asked to speak about Workforce Housing, mixed-income development and Smart Growth. He 

holds a BA with Honors in economics from the University of Alabama and an MBA with Distinction from 

the Harvard Business School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

George Kelly 

Project Manager 

Hines Interests Limited Partnership 
555 13th Street NW 

1020 East 

Washington, DC  

202-347-6337 (o) 

310-601-0443 (c) 

george.kelly@hines.com 

 

George Kelly is a Project Manager at Hines Interests Limited Partnership in 

Washington, D.C. where he is responsible for the Master Development and Office land use components 

of CityCenterDC - a 1.5M SF mixed-use development located in Washington’s CBD. 

 

Prior to joining Hines, George was a Scholar-in-Residence at the Urban Land Institute in Washington, 

D.C. where he researched and authored/contributed to publications on workforce housing, 

public/private partnerships, and small-scale development.   

 

He has also been an asset manager at Apartment Investment Management Corporation (AIMCO) with 

an emphasis on affordable housing redevelopment, and a strategy consultant with Mitchell Madison 

Group. 

 

George received a Bachelor of Science from the United States Military Academy at West Point, a Master 

of Real Estate Development from the University of Southern California, and an MBA from the University 

of Chicago. Following West Point, he served as an infantry officer in Central America. 

 

He is a native of Pittsburgh, PA and resides in Washington, D.C. with his wife and three children. 

 

Jason Klug 

Principal 

JBG Rosenfeld Retail 
4445 Willard Ave 

300 

Chevy Chase, MD 20815 

301-657-7339 (o) 

202-821-8696 (c) 

jklug@jbgr.com 

 

 
 As a Principal at JBG Rosenfeld Retail (JBGR), Jay is responsible for the acquisition, entitlement, 

financing, construction, and asset management functions for specific retail and mixed-use development 

projects. Specifically, Jay is leading JBGR’s Tysons West development and entitlement project near the 

planned Spring Hill Road Silver Line Metro station in Tysons Corner, VA as well as handling the retail 

components of various JBG/JBGR retail mixed-use developments in the District of Columbia, including 

the proposed retail and residential project at 1st & H Street, NW. Additionally, Jay oversees a team of 

financial analysts and acquisitions/development associates who underwrite and help execute JBGR’s 



 

 

many retail mixed-use projects. Prior to joining JBGR in 2005, Jay held positions in the Federal 

Government including the Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Senate Agriculture Committee. 

He holds a B.A. from Duke University, an MBA from Harvard Business School, and is an active member of 

ICSC and ULI. Jay hails from rural southeast Iowa where he grew up on a family-owned corn and soybean 

farm. 

 

Ana Kostova 

Portfolio Relationship Manager, Vice President 

US Bank 
1650 Tysons Blvd. 

250 

McLean, VA 20165 

703-442-5486 (o) 

702-461-9371 (c) 

ana.kostova@usbank.com 

 

 
Ana is Vice President, Commercial Real Estate Division of US Bank in McLean, VA. She is responsible for a 

variety of functions within the bank, including managing a team of underwriters, loan structuring and 

origination, portfolio management, client analysis and risk management.  

 

Ana has been with US Bank for over 8 years. She spent the first two years originating and underwriting 

affordable housing projects in Las Vegas, NV, followed by a career in market rate commercial real estate. 

Ana moved to the Washington DC area in 2006, where she actively participated in the development of 

the newly established presence of US Bank on the East Coast.  

 

Ana holds two Master degrees: MBA from University of Las Vegas, Nevada and MA in International 

Economic Relations from The University of National and World Economy, Sofia, Bulgaria. Ana is actively 

involved with a variety of professional organizations, including ULI, ICSC and RELA. She is also on the 

board of Adagio Ballet, a local non-profit organization supporting talented young dancers.  

 

Matthew Leakan 

Principal 

Rodgers Consulting, Inc. 
19847 Century Boulevard 

200 

Germantown, MD 20833 

301-948-4700 (o) 

301-693-4355 (c) 

MLeakan@rodgers.com 

 

Matthew Leakan is a planner and landscape architect with Rodgers Consulting, Inc. a land planning, 

engineering and consulting firm located in Germantown, Maryland. He is nationally certified with the 

American Institute of Certified Planners (AICP), has current landscape architect licensure in the states of 

Virginia and Maryland, is a LEED Accredited Professional, and is a certified Congress for New Urbanism 

(CNU) professional. Matthew’s role as a Principal with the firm involves adding value to development 



 

 

projects by facilitating the development entitlement process and by  producing creative and feasible 

land use/site plans in a multi-disciplinary setting. Matthew is involved locally as an appointed member 

of the Upcounty Citizen’s Advisory Board of Montgomery County where he serves as Vice-Chair, and has 

most recently been involved as a member of the PlanMaryland state development plan workgroup.  

 

Soo Lee-Cho 

Associate Attorney 

Miller, Miller and Canby 
200-B Monroe Street 

Rockville, MD 20850 

301-738-2058 (o) 

301-318-3884 (c) 

slcho@mmcanby.com 

 

Soo Lee-Cho is a member of the land use department at Miller, Miller & Canby. Ms. Lee-Cho’s practice 

includes land use, zoning, real estate, administrative and municipal law.  She focuses on representing 

clients in zoning and land use matters before various administrative boards and commissions, elected 

and appointed bodies, including the Montgomery County Council, the Maryland-National Capital Park & 

Planning Commission Planning Board, the Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission, the 

Montgomery County Board of Appeals and Sign Review Board, the City of Rockville Mayor and Council, 

Planning Commission and Historic District Commission, as well as the City of Gaithersburg Mayor and 

Council and Planning Commission. 

 

Ms. Lee-Cho has represented a wide array of clients, including corporations, real estate investment 

trusts, developers/builders, retailers, commercial landowners, private educational institutions, hospitals 

and churches on matters including master planning, local map amendments, subdivision, site plan 

review, zoning text amendments, special exceptions, variances, building and occupancy permits.  This 

work includes representation of clients on legislative matters at both the local and state levels. 

 

Ms. Lee-Cho’s work includes experience in a number of issues, including transit-oriented development, 

traffic management, adequate public facilities controls, mixed-use planned development, environmental 

issues, urban design, affordable housing and historic preservation. 

Ms. Lee-Cho joined Miller, Miller & Canby in 2002 after a five-year association with the law firm of 

McClain-Hill Associates in Los Angeles, California, where her environmental and land use practice 

focused on environmental quality act compliance, entitlements procurement, and zoning and general 

plan amendment, in connection with residential, commercial and mixed-use development. 

Ms. Lee-Cho also served, from November 2000 to June 2002, as a voting member of the California 

Coastal Commission, an independent quasi-judicial state agency responsible for regulating land and 

water uses along California’s 1,100 mile coastline in accordance with Coastal Act policies relating to 

public access and recreation, terrestrial and marine habitat protection, visual resources, landform 

alteration, agricultural lands, commercial fisheries, industrial uses, water quality, offshore oil and gas 

development, transportation, and development design. 

 



 

 

James McCann 

Senior Manager 

Baker Tilly Virchow Krause 
8219 Leesburg Pike 

800 

Vienna, VA 22182 

703-923-8589 (o) 

551-580-0140 (c) 

james.mccann@bakertilly.com 

 

James McCann is a Senior Manager in Baker Tilly Virchow Krause’s DC office and has been with the firm 

for nine years.  James specializes in tax compliance and consulting work for owners and operators of 

commercial and residential real estate, as well as high net worth individuals.  James holds Bachelors of 

Business Administration and Master of Accounting degrees from the College of William and Mary. 

 

Andrea Peet 

Program Officer for the STAR Community Index 

ICLEI USA - Local Governments for Sustainability 
1200 1st Street NE 

7th Floor 

Washington, DC 20002 

828-228-1334 (c) 

andrea.peet@iclei.org 

 

Andrea Lytle Peet, AICP, is a Program Officer for ICLEI’s STAR Community Index.  STAR is a national, 

voluntary, consensus-based framework for improving the livability and sustainability of U.S. 

communities.  At its release in 2012, STAR's groundbreaking approach will provide local governments 

with a road map for addressing interconnected issues related to environmental, economic, and social 

sustainability. 

 

Prior to joining ICLEI, Andrea was an urban planner for the National Capital Planning Commission where 

she worked to strengthen coordination between the federal government and local jurisdictions in the 

National Capital Region.  She previously served as the staff planner for three small communities in 

western North Carolina during her tenure at the Western Piedmont Council of Governments.  She has 

also worked with the Enterprise Innovation Institute at Georgia Tech, the City of Decatur (GA), the City 

of Charlotte (NC) Department of Transportation, and the Town of Davidson (NC).  Andrea holds a 

master’s degree in City and Regional Planning from Georgia Tech and an undergraduate degree from 

Davidson College, where she graduated with honors.  

 

Stuart Prince 

Vice President, Residential 

The Peterson Companies 
12500 Fair Lakes Circle 

400 

Fairfax, VA 22033 



 

 

703-631-7528 (o) 

202-550-1989 (c) 

sprince@petersoncos.com 

 

Stuart Prince is serves as Vice President, Residential, at The Peterson Companies in Fairfax, Virginia.  At 

the Peterson Companies, he serves as a Development Project Manager for four multi-family projects at 

National Harbor, including the One National Harbor Condominium, the Fleet Street Condominium, the 

Waterfront Street Condominium, and the Esplanade apartments.  He currently leads the residential 

Marketing, Sales and Customer Service teams at National Harbor, and has extensive experience in 

community association and condominium formation.  Mr. Prince is presently responsible for multifamily 

and residential lot development and sales at six projects in Virginia and Maryland comprising over 1,700 

units.   

 

Mr. Prince joined The Peterson Companies in 2005 from the Washington, D.C. office of Latham & 

Watkins LLP, a large international law firm.  At Latham & Watkins from 2001 to 2005, Mr. Prince focused 

on company and bank representation in high-yield debt offerings, with transactions exceeding over $1.5 

billion.  From 1996 to 1998, he worked as an analyst at two affiliated real estate finance companies in 

Atlanta, Georgia, Shoptaw-James, Inc. (predecessor to CBRE Debt & Equity Finance) and Main America 

Capital (acquired by GMAC Commercial). 

 

Mr. Prince earned a bachelor’s degree from Duke University and graduated magna cum laude from the 

Washington College of Law at American University, where he was a member of the American University 

Law Review.  He is a member of the Urban Land Institute, and currently serves as the Vice President and 

a Board member of the First Tee of Washington, D.C, a non-profit organization targeting disadvantaged 

youths through the game of golf and its Life Skills program. 

 

Stephanie Rones 

Executive Director 

Premier CDC 
1309 Rhode Island Ave NE 

Suite B 

Washington, DC  

202-907-7404 (o) 

202-907-7404 (c) 

s@rones.com 

 

Stephanie Kristina Rones is a native Washingtonian. As the Executive Director of Premier CDC in Ward 5, 

she looks forward to the community redevelopment of Rhode Island Ave NE. PCDC is developing a 

Farmer's market at 4th and Rhode Island Ave NE and a Gateway Sculpture Project at Eastern and Rhode 

Island Aves NE.   

  

Stephanie has a BA in Economics from USC, and a JD in Real Estate finance from Georgetown Law. She 

has attended The Harvard JFK School of Government, Howard University MBA and has a certificate in 

Housing and Community Development from the University of Maryland. 

 

 



 

 

 

Martha Ross 

Fellow 

Brookings Metropolitan Policy Program 
1775 Massachusetts Avenue NW 

Washington, DC 20036 

202-797-6019 (o) 

202-841-4385 (c) 

mross@brookings.edu 

 

Martha Ross leads the Brookings Metropolitan Policy Program’s work on the Washington, DC region, 

including demographic and economic trends, growth and development, and workforce 

development.   She also helps lead the program’s research and policy portfolio on human capital – 

increasing the skills and education of current and future workers.   

 

She is the author of “Strengthening Educational and Career Pathways for DC Youth” and has co-

authored numerous other publications, such as “Envisioning Opportunity:  Three Options for a 

Community College in Washington, DC,” “Reducing Poverty in Washington, D.C. and Rebuilding the 

Middle Class from Within,” “Leaders Among Us: Developing a Community Health Worker Program in 

Washington, D.C.,” “Thin the Soup or Shorten the Line:  Washington Area Nonprofits Adapt to Uncertain 

Times,” and “Calling 211: Enhancing the Washington Region's Safety Net After 9/11.”  She was detailed 

temporarily to the Council of the District of Columbia in 2007 to assist the Committee on Workforce 

Development and Government Operations.      

 
Prior to joining Brookings, Martha was a Presidential Management Fellow in the Office of the Assistant 

Secretary for Planning and Evaluation in the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, where she 

focused on welfare policy.   She has a master’s degree from the University of Chicago’s School of Social 

Service Administration and a bachelor’s degree in Comparative Literature from Colorado College.   

 

 

Mitzie Smith-Mack 

Partner 

Ballard Spahr LLP 
601 13th Street NW 

1000 South 

Washington, DC  

202-661-7616 (o) 

202-528-5871 (c) 

smithmackm@ballardspahr.com 

 

Mitzie V. Smith-Mack is of counsel in the Real Estate Department and a member of the Housing Group 

and the Government Relations and Regulatory Affairs Group.   

 

Prior to joining Ballard Spahr, Ms. Smith-Mack spent approximately a decade in roles of increasing 

responsibility with the District of Columbia Housing Authority (DCHA), Office of General Counsel. She 

held the position of senior counsel for real estate, where she provided lead legal advice on HOPE VI 



 

 

redevelopment grant projects and mixed-finance development transactions. These mixed-finance 

transactions included residential and commercial components creating mixed income communities 

(rental and home ownership) as well as elderly housing opportunities. Also at DCHA, Ms. Smith-Mack 

drafted and negotiated development agreements, commercial and residential leases, covenants and 

deeds, loan and grant documents for public and private funds, operating agreements, and bond and tax 

credit documents for financing of affordable housing redevelopment. Most recently, she served as 

Acting General Counsel.  

 

Ms. Smith-Mack is a member of the District of Columbia Bar, the American Bar Association, and the 

Maryland Bar Association. She is a member of Commercial Real Estate Women in D.C. and a Barrister of 

the Charlotte E. Ray American Inn of Court. In addition, she has been a speaker at meetings of the 

American Bar Association, the Judicial Conference of the District of Columbia, and the Housing and 

Development Law Institute. 

 

 Ms. Smith-Mack is a graduate of Howard University School of Business (B.B.A. 1992) and the University 

of Kentucky College of Law (J.D. 1996). 

 

 

Matthew Steenhoek 

Associate Project Director 

PN Hoffman and Associates 
4725 Wisconsin Avenue NW 

200 

Washington, DC 20016 

202-688-3581 (o) 

202-497-5852 (c) 

msteenhoek@pnhoffman.com 

 

Matthew Steenhoek joined PN Hoffman in 2005 and is currently an Associate Development Director for 

the Southwest Waterfront Project.  Matthew is responsible for management of the transportation, 

sustainability, and urban design components of the Southwest Waterfront.  He is also involved with the 

development of temporary urbanism and interim uses on the Southwest Waterfront site during project 

design.  Prior to his involvement on the Southwest Waterfront, Matthew was a Development Manager 

on Constitution Square in NoMa.  Constitution Square is a 1.6 million-square-foot LEED-ND Gold 

Certified mixed-used project with luxury residential apartments, a Hilton Garden Inn, a Harris Teeter 

grocery store, office buildings for the General Services Administration and the Department of Justice, 

and 30,000 square feet of street-level retail.  Matthew received his Bachelors of Architecture from the 

University of Maryland and is currently completing his Masters of Urban and Regional Planning at 

Virginia Tech.  He is also a LEED Accredited Professional.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Samuel Swiller 

Associate Director, Real Estate and Economic Development 

Gallaudet University 
800 Florida Avenue 

302 College Hall 

Washington, DC 20002 

646-342-4036 (c) 

Samuel.Swiller@Gallaudet.edu 

 

Sam Swiller is the Director of Real Estate and Economic Development at Gallaudet University 

(www.gallaudet.edu), the only university in the world where all classes, programs and services are 

designed to accommodate deaf and hard of hearing students.  Sam is leading initiatives to ensure 150 

year-old Gallaudet’s long-term financial health, while generating tremendous value to the institution’s 

academic mission and neighboring communities.  Current efforts include updating the campus master 

plan with a vision for a six acres, 1.5 million square foot mixed-use development along the campus’ 6th 

Street NE edge.  The first phase of this plan, and the university’s first new dormitory in 30+ years, broke 

ground this past summer.  In partnership with a top regional retail developer, Sam is launching a high 

quality farmers’ market that will tap into the history of the nearby Union Market and serve as a catalyst 

for further economic activity in the area.  In conjunction with DC’s Office of Planning, he is overseeing 

Gallaudet’s employee housing assistance program, Live Near Gallaudet, which has set aside funds for 

down-payment grants and home-ownership and credit counseling courses. 

  

Prior to joining Gallaudet in 2009, Sam co-founded Indra Capital Partners (www.indracapital.com), a 

boutique investment management partnership geared towards real estate and infrastructure 

opportunities in emerging markets.  Among their investments, Indra sourced and structured a $300 

million, one million square foot mixed-use development anchored with a Four Seasons hotel in 

Bangalore, India.  The project is the largest foray into Indian real estate to date for Indra’s co-investor, 

Goldman Sachs.  Sam’s knowledge of DC’s real estate market is rooted in his experiences at CIM Group 

(www.cimgroup.com), which he joined upon receiving his MBA in Real Estate Finance from Columbia 

University in 2004.   

 

Brian Sykes 

Architect 

HDR Architecture 
7200 Wisconsin Ave. 

501 

Bethesda, MD 20814 

301-771-7007 (o) 

301-910-1380 (c) 

sykesarch@gmail.com 

 

Brian Sykes is an architectural designer currently practicing with HDR Architecture’s Bethesda office. He 

currently specializes in Healthcare and Laboratory facilities. Prior to joining HDR, Brian was a Building 

Information Modeling consultant. Additionally he has practiced in Indiana and North Carolina. 

 



 

 

Brian graduated from Clemson University in 1999 with a Bachelor of Science in Design.  He also received 

a Master of Fine Arts in Sculpture from the University of Maryland, College Park 2007 and a Master of 

Architecture from Virginia Tech’s Washington Alexandria Architecture Consortium in 2009. 

 

Brian has been active within ULI’s Young Leaders Group, the AIA’s Advocacy Committee and the 

Architecture 2030 initiative. He currently sits on the University of Maryland’s Student Union Board of 

Advisors, Clemson’s Regional Alumni Board and is a former board member of the Washington Sculptors 

Group. 

 

Mark Viani 

Partner 

McGuireWoods, LLP 
1750 Tyson Boulevard 

1800 

McLean, VA  

703-712-5425 (o) 

703-474-6791 (c) 

mviani@mcguirewoods.com 

 

Mr. Viani practices in the areas of land use, real estate, environmental, municipal and other areas of 

administrative law in Virginia, Maryland and the District of Columbia. He provides extensive services to 

clients throughout the Metropolitan Washington DC region who have encountered growth management 

and increasingly complex legislative and regulatory issues during all phases of the development process. 

In this regard, he represents, among others, local and national retail, office, residential and mixed-use 

developers and builders, golf course developers, nonprofit institutions and organizations, financial 

institutions, and hospitals. He is certified as a LEED accredited professional by the U.S. Green Building 

Council. 

Mr. Viani also has extensive experience in the area of local government and municipal law. He 

represents municipal and public agency clients in a variety of legal matters in federal and state courts 

and administrative proceedings. He is also the author of the book Maryland Local Government and 

Structure.  

Additionally, he commits substantial time and effort to participating in various community, civic, 

charitable, business and professional organizations and services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Walker Webb 

Deputy Assistant Director - Real Property Management 

United States Department of Justice 
145 N St. NE 

9E.300 

Washington, DC  

202-305-1040 (o) 

202-305-5260 (c) 

trael.webb@usdoj.gov 

Trael is currently the Acting Assistant Director for Real Property Management at the United States 

Department of Justice. In this role, he oversees the largest federal office portfolio in the District of 

Columbia to include acquisition, design, construction, and property management. Previously, he held 

the positions of Deputy Assistant Director and Supervisory Architect for DOJ’s Design and Construction 

Management staff. During this time, he managed DOJ’s build-out of the 575,000 rsf Two Constitution 

Square located in NoMA. 

He received his Master of Science in Real Estate from The Johns Hopkins University’s Carey Business 

School and his 5-year professional Bachelor of Architecture degree from the University of Tennessee, 

College of Architecture and Design. While at UT he minored in Urban Studies with a focus in community 

and regional planning.  

Before coming to DOJ, Trael was a project architect and urban designer at the Washington, DC office of 

Leo A Daly (LAD). There he focused on large international mixed-use and office projects 

throughout  Europe and Asia. While at Leo A Daly, he received his Leadership in Energy and 

Environmental Design (LEED) professional accreditation. This enabled him to lead LAD’s Chevy Chase 

Bank sustainable design program which transformed their prototypical branch bank into a LEED Silver 

structure. 

Prior to joining Leo A Daly, Trael was a project architect at Gobbell Hays Partners, Inc., an architecture, 

environmental engineering, and planning firm located in Nashville, TN. Here he concentrated on historic 

renovations and adaptive re-use programs revitalizing downtown Nashville into a live, work, and play 

neighborhood. While still in architecture school, he was hired as a project coordinator/designer at the 

East Tennessee Community Design Center, which assists non-profit agencies throughout east Tennessee 

with design and construction expertise.  

Since Trael has been in DC, he has been an active member of the DC chapters of the American Institute 

of Architects, the United States Green Building Council, and the Tennessee State Society. 

 

 

 



 

 

JamisonJamisonJamisonJamison    WeinbaumWeinbaumWeinbaumWeinbaum    

Development ManagerDevelopment ManagerDevelopment ManagerDevelopment Manager    

The JBG Companies 
445 Willard Avenue 

Suite 400 

Chevy Chase, MD 20815 

240-333-3600 (o) 

202-285-3967 (c) 

jamisonweinbaum@gmail.com 

 

Jamison L. Weinbaum ("Jamie") is a Development Manager at JBG.  His focus is on mixed use, transit 

oriented projects throughout the Washington region.  Prior to joining JBG, Mr. Weinbaum served as the 

Director of the District of Columbia Office of Zoning from August 2009 until August 2011. Mr. Weinbaum 

led the independent office in providing professional support to the Zoning Commission and the Board of 

Zoning Adjustment.  

 

Prior to his appointment as Director by the Zoning Commission, Mr. Weinbaum worked in the Office of 

the Deputy Mayor for Planning and Economic Development, where he focused on large-scale 

infrastructure, parks and transportation projects. He also served as a liaison to several Business 

Improvement Districts and supported the District's business attraction and retention initiatives.  

 

Prior to his employment with the District of Columbia government, Mr. Weinbaum spent time in the 

private sector as a developer and investor, working both independently and for EYA (Eakin/Youngentob 

Associates). A trained lawyer, Mr. Weinbaum also worked for Seyfarth Shaw and Reed Smith. Prior to 

those positions, he worked as a law clerk to former Chief Judge Edward J. Damich at the U.S. Court of 

Federal Claims. Mr. Weinbaum has an undergraduate degree from Wake Forest University and a law 

degree from The George Washington University School of Law. 

 

 

 

Henry White 

Director, Real Estate 

General Dynamics 
2941 Fairview Park Drive 

100 

Falls Church, VA 20191 

703-876-3124 (o) 

571-283-1246 (c) 

hwhite@generaldynamics.com 

 

Henry White is Director of Real Estate with General Dynamics Corporation, a Fortune 100 government 

contractor headquartered in Falls Church, Virginia.  He has a Bachelors of Science in Civil Engineering 

from Lehigh University in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania and a Masters of Business Administration from 

Georgetown University in Washington, DC.  Henry's role as an executive at General Dynamics involves 

leading real estate development projects throughout the world.  These projects include constructing 



 

 

new facilities, developing real estate master plans, lease negotiations and strategic planning.  Henry is a 

member of Corenet, Virginia Supervisor of Officials for USA Hockey and also serves on the board of 

directors for a non-profit association, the Jack and Abby Neonatal Foundation. 

 

Gwen Wright 

Chief, Development Division 

City of Alexandria Dept. of Planning and Zoning 
301 King Street 

2100 

Alexandria, VA 22314 

703-746-3811 (o) 

571-329-3053 (c) 

gwen.wright@alexandriava.gov 

 

Since September 2008, Gwen Wright has been Chief of the Development Division for the City of 

Alexandria Department of Planning and Zoning.  In this position, she reviews development proposals 

throughout the City of Alexandria and shepherds a wide variety of projects – from urban infill to major 

brownfields reclamation – through the regulatory process and implementation. 

 

Prior to her work in Alexandria, Ms. Wright worked for 21 years for the Maryland-National Capital Park 

and Planning Commission in the Montgomery County Department of Planning.  During her tenure in 

Montgomery County, she served as the Chief of Countywide Planning, including supervising the 

Environmental Planning, Transportation Planning and Historic Preservation Sections, as well as serving 

as Acting Planning Director during 2007-08.  

 

Prior to joining the Montgomery County Department of Planning, Ms. Wright was the Director of 

Architectural Design and Redevelopment for the Galveston Historical Foundation in Galveston, Texas.  

She has degrees in Architecture and Architectural History from Yale University and has spoken at 

numerous national and regional conferences on a wide variety of planning issues. 

 

Ms. Wright lives in the Cleveland Park neighborhood in Washington D.C., where she is co-chair of the 

Cleveland Park Historical Society Architectural Review Committee. She is also a member of Lambda 

Alpha. 

 

David Zaidain 

Senior Urban Planner 

National Capital Planning Commission 
401 9th Street, NW 

500 

Washington, DC 20004 

202-482-7230 (o) 

202-870-3077 (c) 

davidz@ncpc.gov 

 

David Zaidain is a Senior Urban Planner with the National Capital Planning Commission in Washington 

DC.  During his eight years at NCPC, David has successfully managed several high profile projects 



 

 

including the RFK Stadium Site Redevelopment Study and the CSX Fright Railroad Relocation Study. He is 

currently managing the update to the Federal Elements of the Comprehensive Plan for the National 

Capital which includes the creation of a new Urban Design Element as well as developing policy options 

for the implementation of the Southwest EcoDistrict redevelopment project. David has also worked for 

Skidmore, Owings and Merrill in Chicago, Illinois and was Director of Development for Anderson 

Township - a community in the Cincinnati, Ohio area. He holds a Master of Science in Real Estate from 

the Johns Hopkins University, Carey School of Business and a Masters in Community Planning from the 

University of Cincinnati.   

 


